
 

 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Creating: Improvising 

 
Year 1 

Explore improvisation within a major and minor 

scale using the notes: C, D, E D, E, A F, G, A D, F, G 

Improvise simple vocal patterns using 'Question 

and Answer' phrases. Understand the difference 

between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch 

pattern. Year 2 

Explore improvisation within a major scale using the 

notes: C, D, E C, G, A G, A, B F, G, A Work with a 

partner and in the class to improvise simple 

'Question and Answer' phrases, to be sung and 

played on untuned percussion, creating a musical 

conversation. 

EYFS Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 5 

Explore improvisation within a major scale, using 

the notes: C, D, E♭, F, G C, D, E, F, G C, D, E, G, A F, 

G, A, B♭, C D, E, F, G, A Improvise over a simple 

groove, responding to the beat and creating a 

satisfying melodic shape. Experiment with using a 

wider range of dynamics, including very loud 

(fortissimo), very quiet (pianissimo), moderately 

loud (mezzo forte) and moderately quiet (mezzo 

piano). 

Year 3 

Explore improvisation within a major scale using 

the notes: C, D, E C, D, E, F, G C, D, E, G, A G, A, B 

G, A, B, D, E G, A, B, C, D F, G, A F, G, A, C, D 

Become more skilled in improvising (using voices, 

tuned and untuned percussion, and instruments 

played in 

wholeclass/group/individual/instrumental 

teaching), inventing short ‘on-the-spot’ responses 

using a limited note-range. Compose over a 

simple groove. Compose over a drone. Structure 

musical ideas (eg using echo or 'Question and 

Answer' phrases) to create music that has a 

beginning, middle and end. 

Year 4 

Explore improvisation within a major scale using the 

notes: C, D, E C, D, E, G, A C, D, E, F, G D, E, F♯, A, B 

D, E, F, G, A Improvise on a limited range of pitches 

on the instrument you are now learning, making 

use of musical features, including smooth (legato) 

and detached (staccato) articulation. Improvise 

over a simple chord progression. Improvise over a 

groove. 

Year 6 

Explore improvisation within a major scale, using 

the notes: C, D, E, F, G G, A, B♭, C, D G, A, B, C, D F, 

G, A, C, D Improvise over a groove, responding to 

the beat, creating a satisfying melodic shape with 

varied dynamics and articulation. 


